
M a r c h  19, 2002 L B  479

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

a p a t r o l  car. H a v i n g  th e  co u n t i e s  con t i n u e  to h o u s e  b e c a u s e  the 
state w o n ' t  is expensive. Just last month, there were 
41 "postcommitment" days at a cost of $450 a day, or a total of 
o v er  $18,000 t h a t  t he state sho u l d  h a v e  p a i d  in February. Last
y e a r  the total cost was for 291 "postcommitment" patients, and
t hat cost was about $216,000. The s ervices for J une 2001, and
b i l l e d  in J u l y  2001, a n e w  fiscal year, wa s  $51,000 and change. 
S ince this was a n ew fiscal year, t he att i t u d e  see m e d  to b e  we 
no longer owe the money. Th e  c ounties h a v e  a l r e a d y  ta k e n  one 
reduc t i o n  in state aid in a special s e ssion of about 4 p e r cent 
for Fiscal Y ear '02, and 5 p e r c e n t  in Fis c a l  Y e a r  '03. Now 
t h e y 're l o oking at p r o b a b l y  f u rther c u t s . Th e  cuts for
Lanca s t e r  C o u n t y  a mounted to about $56,000 w i t h  t his state aid 
reduction, w h i c h  over a y ear c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be absorbed, bu t  the 
$51,000 t hat was d ue in just on e  mo n t h  is alm o s t  as m u c h  as the 
cou n t y  is su p p o s e d  to be tak i n g  as a cut for t h e  entire year. 
Th e  state ha s  said t hat t hey w o u l d  p a y  t h e s e  costs w i t h  a few 
ce rtain s t i p u l a t i o n s — t hat th e  Crisis Cen t e r  p r o v i d e  the 
treatment. Well, again, th e  Crisis Cen t e r  is no t  a treat m e n t  
facility, no r  does it h a v e  th e  p e r s o n n e l  or li c e n s e s  to do the 
treatment. It w o u l d  h a v e  to h i r e  someone, an d  t h e n  th e r e  would 
be no b ed s avail a b l e  for emergencies. If th e  crisis centers 
w o u l d  treat, t h e r e  w o u l d  be n o  incentive for th e  state to find a 
b e d  for these people, and there still w o u l d  be no beds available
in t he Crisis Center. W e ' r e  b a c k  to the b a c k s e a t  of a patrol
car. At last year's hearing, R o n  Ross said, w e  d o n ' t  have room. 
I w as later t old b y  others that, rather, the f a c i lit ie s are 
u n d e r s t a f f e d  and so t h e y ' r e  n o t  opera t i n g  at full capacity. It 
still equates to we d o n ' t  h a v e  room. I ca n  ap p r e c i a t e  the state 
is c u tting costs, b ut let's no t  b e  d o i n g  it at the e x pense of
the counties. If the state has no room and n o  money, n e i t h e r  do
the counties. B e cause of incre a s e d  "postcommitment" days, the 
Cris is  Cen ter  has increased costs of its own in o vertime and 
incre a s e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  b e c a u s e  of overcrowding. Also, there have 
b e e n  increased liabi l i t y  costs. A t  least one patient, a Ralph 
Navarette, a sexual perpetrator, w as c o m m i t t e d  to t he regional 
center on O c tober 28, 1999, b y  t he b o a r d  of ment a l  health. He 
rem a i n e d  at the Cris i s  Cen t e r  an d  d id no t  r e c eive treatment. He 
sued the cou n t y  and t h e n  the c o u n t y  h a d  to p a y  b o t h  sides of the 
b a t t l e  if he was indigent. Just b e f o r e  th e  d i s t r i c t  court 
trial, a be d  was m i r a c u l o u s l y  found, an d  h e  was m o v e d  on


